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Monongahela City, Pennsylvania

Monongahela City is a gentle, residential community located 17 miles 
southeast of Pittsburgh. With origins dating back to 1769, it is the 

oldest settlement in the Monongahela Valley. The town takes its name 
from the Monongahela River, called “sliding banks” by the ancient Adena 
people. In the early 1700s, Joseph Parkison and the DeVore brothers 
built competing ferries on the Monongahela, and pioneers started their 
westward journeys here. It was in Monongahela City that the turning 
point of the Whiskey Rebellion occurred, carborundum was discovered, 
European immigrants arrived to work the mines and mills, and the Anton 
brothers manufactured miners’ lamps that were sold around the world. 
Monongahela is the birthplace of countless leaders, including the 31st US 
Army chief of staff, inventor of the Nerf football, an NFL hall of fame 
quarterback, a winner of the National Book Award, and the first federal 
judge in Pennsylvania to go through the merit selection process. 
  Susan M. Bowers is president of the Monongahela Area Historical 
Society. She is a lifelong Monongahela resident and is a retired 
schoolteacher from the Ringgold School District. Laura M. Magone, a 
native of Monongahela, is a documentary filmmaker whose works reflect 
her admiration for the people of the Middle Monongahela Valley area. 
  The Images of America series celebrates the history of neighborhoods, 
towns, and cities across the country. Using archival photographs, 
each title presents the distinctive stories from the past that shape the 
character of the community today. Arcadia is proud to play a part in the 
preservation of local heritage, making history available to all.
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